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Messages From Our National Officers

Editor's Notes - Tracy Lesher

Calendar

Upcoming Tours: The Western National Tour Flyer and Registration Form

and the 2027 Revival AAA Glidden Tour® Flyer

The Tradition Continues: The 75% GLR Tour - Judy Wright

“Bringing Back History Award" - A Novel Idea From The Western Region
- Clare Oestreicher

The 2026 Farm Boys Tour - Dave Plassman

Center Spread: Lloyd and Shirley Reed's 1957 Ford Fairlane 500 - Ray Maxfield

Are We There Yet? - Carl Worstell

Learning to Drive All Over Again - Bob and Sally Murray

If It's Springtime—This Must be Altoona - Duane Copley

Down the Road: It Ran When Parked - John Zimmerman

2025 VMCCA National Awards

VMCCA National Awards Nomination Form

Classifieds and Advertising

Front cover: Bob and Sally Murray's 1924 Ford Model T Touring. (Photo by Bob Murray)

Inside front cover: Matt and Eileen Eby's 1941 Ford during the 2025 Revival AAA Glidden Tour. (Photo by Tracy Lesher)

Inside back cover: Two of the show vehicles that participated during The July Jamboree in Cedar City, Utah. The VMCCA
Western Region sponsored a "Bringing Back History" award. Read more about it on page 14. (Photos by John Munoz

and Dion Stams)

Back cover: The son of VMCCA members Paul and Ann Rose, Preston Rose, owns the 1982 AMC Spirit and his friend once owned
the 1976 AMC Gremlin. (Photo by Preston Rose)
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“By Carl Worstéﬁ
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The University of Pennsylvania School of Engineering is extremely proud of alum Ralph Teetor. Teetor and his cousin built this
automobile in 1902. A New York Herald article with the above image failed to mention that Ralph was blind.

"Are we there yet?" Surely you have heard this question from
one of your kids in the back seat. On a long trip this is usually
asked repeatedly, and you are already tired from driving. To
make this annoyance less, and to help make long trips less
tiring, modern cars have cruise control. Set the cruise control
on, turn up the radio, and relax a bit.

Modern cruise control was invented by Ralph Teetor in 1948.
Born in 1890, Teetor grew up in a family that owned several
manufacturing businesses ranging from building bicycles

to building automobile engines. At five years old, Teetor be-
came blind from a condition called sympathetic ophthalmia,
in which trauma to one eye induces damage to the other,
rendering one completely blind. In Ralph's case, an accident
with a knife blinded him in one eye. Teetor, however, quickly
honed his other senses. He learned to navigate his birthplace
of Hagerstown, Indiana, on his own. He could sense build-
ing corners by detecting the echo made by his metal-tipped
shoes, counting steps between known landmarks, and avoid-
ing traffic issues by smelling the horses and hearing the cars
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that were coming down the street.

Encouraged by family, Ralph routinely broke barriers.

He decided to become an engineer in an era when many
colleges refused to even consider his application. One of
Ralph's cousins was an economics graduate student at the
University of Pennsylvania. This cousin persuaded Penn’s
engineering dean to admit him to the school’s mechanical
engineering program. Ralph only needed a little assistance
in reading textbooks and writing assignments. One comment
was that successful engineers think in images and Teetor
had this kind of thinking.

Following graduation, Teetor returned home and became
the lead engineer for the Perfect Circle Piston Ring Compa-
ny started by his father and three uncles. Ralph eventually
became its president. He depended on his patent attorney,
friend, and frequent chauffeur Harry Lindsey to shuttle
him around. Ralph found Harry's jerky accelerator foot
bothersome.
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| MUST

HAVE A

NEW CAR,
JANE

THE EXPENSE ON MY
CAR EATS INTO

MY COMMISSIONS.
| NEED A NEW ONE

[ BUT JOE, THE
JONESES BRAG
ABOUT THEIR
CARS ECONOMY
AND ITS OLDER
THAN OURS

BUT JOE,
WE CANT
AFFORD ONE,
BESIDES, |
NEED NEW
CLOTHES

— —\{ Bov! where h:
YOUR OILS LOW. & DOES THE OIL
NEED 2 QUARTS | GO? THIS
CAR SURE IS
AN OIL HOG!  J
O

Perfect Circles
Vill take good care of your motor

'OU CAN sit back ... and just drire.. . . mile after mile

ANY CAR THATS

GONE 30000 WANT TO SPEND A
MILES SHOULD LOT OF MONEY ONIT
HAVE ATTENTION

MAYBE SO, BUT | DONT

THAT CAR HASNT LIVED HALF ITS LIFE, MR GRIFFIN.
WHY, TAX)S GO 150,000 MILES. YOU NEED PERFECT
CIRCLE X-90 RINGS. SEE THESE 6 LITTLE
INDIVIDUAL SPRINGS ? THEY GIVE THE X-90
FLEXIBILITY TO SEAL EVEN BADLY WORN
CYLINDER WALLS. THEY'LL RESTORE NEW-

AND YOU'LL BE
SURPRISED HOW

LITTLE IT COSTS.

| CAN DO THE JOB
IN A FEW HOURS

SOUNDS REASONABLE.
WELL, GO AHEAD. IVE
GOT T0 DO SOMETHING
ABOUT EXPENSES

CAR QIL MILEAGE AND POWER

THE CAR RAN

LIKE NEW THIS
WEEK! | DIDNT
NEED A DROP
OF OIL! NOW

[ You sweeTHearr,
| KNEW YOUD
FIND A WAY !

after mile and know all’'s well with your motor
if it's PERFECT CIRCLE-cquipped.

Peace of mind is yours ... Even at today’s higher speeds
there’s no danger of running out of oil unexpectedly.
PERFECT CIRCLES save every drop that isn't actually re-
quired—yet insure thorough cylinder lubrication. Always
enough oil—ncver 0o much!

Three-fourths of America’s passenger car makers use
PERFECT CIRCLE Oil-Regulating rings as standard cquip-
ment . . . for PERFECT CIRCLES arc designed to keep pace
with faster driving and higher speed mocors. .

Any garageman will respect your judgment whea you
ask for PERFECT CIRCLE Oil-Regulating rings. It will pay you
in money and peace of mind to have them in your motor.

THE PERFECT CIRCLE COMPANY, Hagerstown, Iadiana
Export Sales Department. 349 West Washingown Street, Chicage, Hilimess

YOU CAN GET
YOUR SPRING
OUTFIT, HONEY

According to sources, Teetor worked with
the Piston Ring Company from 1919 to
1964. Ralph oversaw the engineering
division as director and vice president.
He was company president 1946 to 1957
and remained on the board of directors
until 1964. The company's name changed
to Perfect Circle Piston Ring during the
1920s. The Dana Corporation purchased
the business in 1963. Clockwise from the
upper left: A 1937 Perfect Piston Ring
Company ad formatted as a comic strip.
This 1929 Perfect Circle ad appeared in

The Saturday Evening Post. A vintage
"Doctor of Motors" piston box.



Teetor envisioned a speed mechanism controlled by the
motorist. Upon reaching a driver selected speed, the motorist
would feel some resistance from the accelerator pedal. Hold-
ing the pedal steady would enable the motorist to maintain

a dialed-in speed, and pressing down would deliver acceler-
ation.

The first prototype, called the “Speedostat," had a dashboard
mounted speed selector connected to a mechanism running
off the drive shaft. As speed approached the amount set by
the driver, the governor-controlled mechanism activated a
vacuum-driven piston that would push back against the gas
pedal. Teetor’s patent for his speed control device was grant-
ed in 1950.

In 1958, Chrysler was the first automobile manufacturer

to offer the Speedostat, and even then, it was only a luxury
model option. As its popularity increased, Chrysler began to
offer Speedostats on all car models. General Motors’ Cadillac
Division followed and, renamed and marketed the device

as “Cruise Control." Cruise Control became popular as a
convenient, though non-essential, feature on many cars.

Right: Teetor's 1950 U.S. Patent for the Speedostat.

Below: Ralph Teetor, holding the Speedostat device he invented,
shows the technology to Perfect Circle President William Prossner.
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R. R. TEETOR

SPEED CONTROL DEVICGE FOR RESISTING

OPERATION OF THE ACCELERATOR
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Through vibrations and sounds Ralph Teetor (right) used his keen sense of touch and hearing to detect the health of a race car’s

engine.

Then in 1973, when OPEC imposed an oil embargo against
the United States, Teetor’s invention became a widely
accepted, gas-conserving driving tool. Some studies have
estimated the national speed limit prompted by the oil
embargo saved 167,000 barrels of oil a day, and Teetor’s
invention was a perfect way for motorists to maintain this
speed limit.

Hollywood captured Ralph Teetor's incredible story on
film. In 2025, Ralph's great-nephew Jack Teetor, wrote and
produced the movie Blind Logic: The Ralph R. Teetor Story.
Mike Rowe narrated the film. The movie can be streamed.

When Ralph passed away in 1982 at the age of 91, he had
over 50 patents to his name.

So, the next time Johnny and Susie are complaining about
how long this trip is taking, set the cruise control, turn up
the radio, and relax a bit. Just don’t relax so much that you
run off the road. The navigation systems to keep you in
your lane are here also, but that’s another story.
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THE DRIVING IS EASIER . . .
When driving in city traffic, you keep alert. You
don’t watch your speedometer. You have complete
confidence in your superb new Chrysler or Imperial.
Auto Pilot does the speed watching for you and
reminds you accurately and quietly when you reach
your desired speed.

A Chrysler "Auto Pilot" promo from 1963.

(Images courtesy of Tracy Lesher and Carl Worstell)
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Fine Automobiles
Auto Collections
Personal Excess Liability
Home Owners ‘
RV'’s, Trailers, Off-Road Vehicles
Daily Driven Vehicles
Special Collections

*Jewelry, Firearms, Wine

' L4
‘ Fully Covered. ) sl ) INSURANCE
i : 1 p— B

1914 Cadillac Speedster Special

Did you know that when

a VMCCA member sells WWW.HYDROE.COM

a car, the buyer receives \
a free year of VMCCA = 5
HYDRO-E-LECTRIC

membership? If you sell
along the buyer's name
_ B ERICA'S CONVERTIBLE HEADQUARTERQ
to VMCCA National
Secretary AMERICAN CARS 1946+ - S

your car, be sure to pass

Andrew Shepherd POWER TOP HYDRAULICS &
8310 Garden Rd. HOSES , —
Maumee, OH 43537 TOP, WINDOW & 2 =
567-396-0618 LOCK SWITCHES

This way your car can LOCK & KEY KITS
stay active in the club CARPET & FLOOR MATS

and its new owner can
tour with the VMCCA!

AND MANY MORE PARTS AND SERVICES AVAILABLE!
HYDRO-E-LECTRIC 5530 INDEPENDENCE CT, PUNTA GORDA FL 33982
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20114 IL ROUTE 16 NOKOMIS, IL

THE INCREDIBLE

'HENLEY COLLECTION

PRISTINE ANT ([«11]3 VEHICLES

est Week, the Don Henley
ding selection of antique
served and maintained. A must-see

husiasts and collectors alike! A
ur website for details!

r during 2026 Fall Harv

Coming this Novembe
will feature an outstan

Classic Car Collection
vehicles, all meticulously pre
collection for vintage automobile ent
collection like none other! Keep an eye on o

UMANNVINTAG EPOWER.COM

BID ONLINE AT A
217-563-2523




