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The National Studebaker Museum published a 1999 calendar featuring Studebakers 
of the Rich and Famous. The above photo includes Hollywood actresses (left to right): 
Carole Lombard, Kathryn Stanley, Leota Winters, and Anita Barnes posing in front of a 

The 1937 Studebaker Dictator: 
A Glimpse into Automotive Innovation 

and Shifting Tides

By Ed Wenger

Page 27: Studebaker advertised in the August 14, 1937, 
issue of The Saturday Evening Post.
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Wayne and Marcia Hadden's 
1931 Studebaker Roadster
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Above: The Wenger family's 1937 Studebaker Dictator looks sleek even on a rainy 2024 Revival AAA Glidden® Tour day.
Page 29: Clockwise from the upper left—The Studebaker ad that appeared in the June 14, 1937, issue of Life magazine, aimed 
for a wide audience. Life magazine on February 22, 1937, published this ad promoting the Dictator as an economical buy. Page 
2 from the 1937 Studebaker brochure., designed by Helen Dryden, a noted artist, fashion designer, and industrial designer. At the 
peak of her career, she was the highest paid female artist in the United States.
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(Images by Tracy Lesher and Ed Wenger) 

The Dictator is being showcased as a sporty adventure seeking automobile. The page is from the 
1937 Studebaker brochure.

Page 30: Ed's Studebaker has a correct 1937 Pennsylvania license plate with a "York, PA, 
Community of Craftsmen" topper mounted above the driver's side tail light.

 Sarah and Wenda with the family's 1937 Studebaker 
Dictator. (Photo by Ed Wenger)


