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Compiled by Howard Edson and Tracy Lesher

Editor's note: This 1915 Dodge Brothers Touring, owned by Howard and Joan Edson
of Pine Grove, California, has a history with the Revival AAA Glidden Tour® that can
be traced back over 70 years. This tale is too good not to share with our members. It
begins with a letter written to Howard and Joan from Gordon Snook, Pauline Snook's /f, /
son. The original article series appeared in the 2023 Dodge Brothers Club News issues. //4/ ‘ G
The materials have been reformatted for the VMCCA Bulb Horn.

November &. 2015

Dear Howard and Joan, .
OId Car Festival

In The Automobilist, which was the magazine for the Automobilists of the Upper Hudson

Valley Clul, my mother's chronicle of our travels during the 1453 Glidden Tour appeared. GREENIEE}]’BC}IX}LLAGE
Reading her article bronght back some memories. I do recall +he +raffic swarl in Cleveland. :
Other events that she wrote about, T have foraotten about. Sixty-two years have passed!

T have vo memory of the police officer giving me a parking ticket vior of the rain at Green-
field Village that year. what T do remember about Greenfield Village were the trees and
wide lawns with well-restored/preserved historic buildings which housed different types of
havd-manufacturing processes plus a building contaiving some very early steam locomotives,
where hardwood flooring came right up o the edage of the +rack. I also remember the Gen-
eral Motors sponsored lunch buffet on a patio facing the lake and the Grosse Point Yacht ,
Club. T+ was the most lavish food T had ever seen in my lifel Chrysler sponsored an evening Famous Glidden Tour
bonduet at a downtown Detroit hotel, SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 1953

Combined with the

This nformation may be of interest +o you and it is something to provide provewance for

+ 6 DO&{ 6‘ &T0s B e o
" 9 | 72 Walter P. O'Neil, Akron, Ohio
289. Dodge ’15T
Mrs. Pauline B. Snook,

Also enclosed is a Greenfield Village Program, which lists the Glidden Tour participants and o %&%%‘;‘,"Tﬁm’ﬁm

the Great Lakes Regiow cars also at Greevfield Village that day. ; Dr. Geo. E. Shafer,

291. Cadillac'13 T
Horace A. Clarkson,

Best wishes,
Gordon Swook
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Area Woman -
ng Be In Tour
With1915 Car

i By KEITH MARVIN

{ With a turn of a shiny ignition |
‘key, 2 whir of a starting mechan-
Iism and quiet, dignified putter of
‘a completely revamped four cylin-

1der motor, the Troy area's two
{representatives fo the 1933 Glid-:
den Tour departed from Schodack
Center this morning in a2 38-vear-
lold touring car.

| Mrs. Pauline B. Snonk gnd her
son, Gordon, left their home about
10 a.m., bound for some point be-:
tween Rochester and Buffaio to-
night in the 1915 Dodge Touring-
Car which has heen compietely re-:
stored to new-car cond:tion for the
occasion. From there they will
proceedd tomorrow morning to the‘
New Yerk-Pennsvlvania line where |
they wiil be escoried across the
tip of that state in a convoy of'
other antique cars bv the Penn-:
svlvania State Police to the Ohilo.
state line. They will arrive in
Cleveland Sunday =nd from that
“city the lour of approximately 340
amlquc automebiles will proceed
‘to Toledo {for a gelden aniversary:
celebration by the Willys-Overland |
| Motor Car Co., and then to Dear-|
| born, Mich.,, where the motorists |
will bhe the guests of the Ford!

Motor Co., for & similar ceiebra-

|
PR‘ZE WINNER ® Mrs. Pauline B. Snook is shown seated in her prize ';tion. I

winning 1915 Dodge Touring-Car, described in more detail in the accomp- . . . . :
anying srticle, "Reflections on the Glidden Tour." This car, which was This year's Glidden Tour is be-|

acquired in dubious condition in May, 1952 from Member Lowell H, Gypson ne < el

Sr., was completely restored to original condition by Mrs. Snook's hus-, % hf‘ld under 1}!8 ..upen.ﬁ.lon OI’
band, Member Frank E. Snook, and was taken on the 1953 Glidden Tour by the Antique Automobile Club of
Mrs. Snook and son, Gordon F. Snook, also a charter member of the AUHV. i z 3 : !
fhe car is a duplic’zate of the origir’lal car owned by Mr. Snook?!’s family. America and: “I“ bO persona I}

He.is currently engaged in restoring a 1921 Dodge Touring-Car, vhich was "lipCl\lQCd by James Melton, weil-!
Mrs. Snook's first care.
. known singer and anligue car en-|

On pages 30 and 31, (left to right) various artifacts from the 1953 Revival AAA i thusiast and M. Jerry Durvea, son ! '
Glidden Tour® and a Western New York newspaper helped to tell the story of nf the late (,harlos M. Duryea,
Mrs. Pauline Snook's 1915 Dodge Brothers Touring car. The Times Record 'who marketed the first Amel‘lCdU
published an article about Mrs. Snook on September 11, 1953. autnmoh:le in o on sale.
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Rcﬂecﬁom on the Glidden (oor

by PauLine B. SNook

(NOTE:- Mrs. Pauline B. Snook participasted in the 1953 Glidden
Tour in a 1915 Dodge Touring-Car recently restored for that occasion
by her husband. The AUHV is justifyably proud of Mrs. Snook, who won
a blue ribbon on the tour, and who has kindly consented to give THE
AUTOMOBILIST her reflections after returning from the Sechbdzack~Center

to Michigsn and back run.)

For some time before the official announcement, rumors indicated
that in 1953 all roads would lead to Detroit for the eighth annual
revival of the Glidden Tours. Three AUHV Charter Members in one fam-
ily unanimously agreed that their entry should be an automobile that
had been made in Detroit. It was further agreed that it should be a
duplicate of the only car ever owned by the parents of a mechanic who
was to restore it. The search for the Snook family car began in earn-
est. (That is an article for a future edition.) The mutilated body
resulted in buying another '15 Dodge in extremely rough condition.
(The total restoration again is a story in itself.)

After more than one year of patient, persistent, painsteking eff-
ort by my husband, the car was restored to mint condition. This inclu-
ded many miles of travel in search of leather for re-upholstering and
top material and equally important to find a man who could efficiently
duplicate the entire job in precise detgil. After that, some seven
months later, another mountain faced us: an enamel paint job!

The Glidden Tour entry form had gone on its way and timing was
close in several ways. Too close to gveid teéenseness as the last-minute
paint-job proved. Promptly in return came the assorted paraphanalia
which each driver receives before setting out on his or her venture
with the tour. Among particulars received were: The TOURGIDE™ PORTFOLIO
from the Gulf Tourgide Bureau with marked maps; the Gulf Credit Card,
which entitled us to gasoline and oil at Gulf expense for the entire
tour plus the travelling necessary to the starting point and assembly
at Cleveland, Ohio, and subsequent breaking-up at Greenfield Village,
Dearborn, Mich., ahd return home; the flannel-backed white caenvas
bearing the legend, THE ANTIQUE AUTOMOBILE CLUB OF AMERICA insi a in

- blue, the large red numbers, 289, assigned to the Dodge and the second
legend, 1953 GLIDDEN TOUR, to be attatched on either rear door in or-
der that the tour cars could be identified along the way. Incidentally,
the credit cards were thoughtfully numbered to correspond to the num-
ber assigned to the Dodge by the Glidden Tour Committee. 289 was to
play an important part in many assignments en route, one of which was
the series of Glidden Tour markers, all bearing No., 289. We didn't
realize the importance of this until we saw the mountain of luggage at
the Columbus (Ohio) State Fair Grounds, all to be delivered by Nationgl
Guard trucks at the assignsd hotel, ‘

Then, the Tour Committee ¢ arrangements for all hotel and garage
reservations came through without a hitch. The AAA Triptik was a most
helpful and agpreciated gesture, the regional information and guidance
being the most complete and helpful of any received. Last, but not
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least, we had added insurance coverage-- important to every Glidden Tour-
ist--- and our Travellers' Cheques. We were all set even to 200 postage
stamps to facilitate my habit of writing as many times as humanly poss-
ible while on a strenuous tour. (My apologies to neglected lists on in-
tentions.)

SEPT. 11~ Schodack Center, N.Y., 11 a.mo: With Gordon F., at the
wheel of the restored 1915 Dodge five-passenger touring-car, and I,
seated glongslde, we noted pride and happiness that we could travel to-
gether, and._anxiety for such a long trip on Frank's face as we rolled
out of the driveway. He told us upon our return that as he saw us leave
and head west and out of sight, he had full confidence in all the mech-
anical units of the car, but knew we did not fully realize what was ghesad
of us in the hills of Route 20, the crowded cities and most of all in
breaking in a tight motor and a leather-cone clutch. On to Cazenovia,
north to Syracuse, through Auburn and on to Seneca Falls just after sun-
down.

SEPT. 12- ©Seneca Falls to Erie, Penna., through acres of vineyards,
fruit orchards and "mums". Tour cars continually passed us, being borne
by trailers. '

SEPT., 13- Erie, Penna., to Cleveland, Chio. Arrived at the Thompson
Products Auto Museum at 1 p.m. We were the sixth arrival at the Thompson
parking lot. Learned immediately of a complete down-town traffic jam.
Decided to stay at the museum and study the exhibits on the walls, in-

- ¢luding historical documents, charcoal drawings and oil paintings of
significant events and products, license-plate collections etc., and
"the very fine collection of early cars, (the latter not mounted on the
walls, of course.,) We were indeed surprised to learn that 87 makes of
cars had been manufactured in Cleveland. The original Glidden Tour Tro-
phy is also housed here, we learned. All Glidden Tour cars were stored
undergrognd at the Municipal Auditorium Garage. Gliddenites at Hotel
Cleveland.

SEPT. 14- Monday: Cars assembled for the parade. Earlyl Amateur and
commercial photographers had the same ideas plus people going to work
added to the crowd and confusion of the moment and in a quarter of an
hour's time all downtown traffiec for blocks around the below-street-
level entrance became hoplessly snarled. Those who had ringside seats in
their cars, parked during the wee hours, refused to move-- consequently
the restricted zones were not ours after alll No one seemed to know ex-
actly what happened although it was frequently referred to at all ban-
quets and gatherings for the next two days. We became encouraged, how-
ever, at the appearance of the city police. Apparently the first notice
they had of the situation was their being summoned out of bed after be-
ing on duty all night., By that time it was too late to clear the stresets
and our Cleveland parade tried the tempers of all business people--AND
frightened Glidden Tour car owners so that for evermore we shall dread
the sight of panel delivery trucks snake-weaving among us!

At the huge evening banquet, the tension was relieved by the excel-
lent dinner and program with the Thompson Products Co., and the Fire-
stone Tire and Rubber Co., as our hosts. James Melton, master-of-cere-
monies, introduced our speakers, Frederick C. Crawford, Chgirman of the
Board of the Thompson Products Co., and Roger S. Firestone, President
of the Firestone Plastics Co. A few hours' sleep of sheer exhaustion--
and we were on our way on

To be continued in the September/October issue.
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