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The University of Pennsylvania School of Engineering is extremely proud of alum Ralph Teetor. Teetor and his cousin built this 
automobile in 1902. A New York Herald article with the above image failed to mention that Ralph was blind.

Are We

There Yet?
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According to sources, Teetor worked with 
the Piston Ring Company from 1919 to 
1964. Ralph oversaw the engineering 
division as director and vice president. 
He was company president 1946 to 1957 
and remained on the board of directors 
until 1964. The company's name changed 
to Perfect Circle Piston Ring during the 
1920s. The Dana Corporation  purchased 
the business in 1963. Clockwise from the 
upper left: A 1937 Perfect Piston Ring 
Company ad formatted as a comic strip. 
This 1929  Perfect Circle ad appeared in 
The Saturday Evening Post. A vintage 
"Doctor of Motors" piston box.
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Right: Teetor's 1950 U.S. Patent for the Speedostat.

Below: Ralph Teetor, holding the Speedostat device he invented, 
shows the technology to Perfect Circle President William Prossner.
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Through vibrations and sounds Ralph Teetor (right) used his keen sense of touch and hearing to detect the health of a race car’s 
engine.

Blind Logic: The Ralph R. Teetor Story. 

(Images courtesy of Tracy Lesher and Carl Worstell)

A Chrysler "Auto Pilot" promo from 1963.


